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UM WINS GRANT TO DEVELOP TOBACCO-USE PREVENTION CENTER
MISSOULA Continuing Education at The University of Montana recently received a $600,000
contract from the state Department of Public Health and Human Services to establish a center
for the Montana Tobacco-Use Prevention Program. The grant has the potential for year-by
year renewal until 2007 for a total of $3 million to $4.
Using money from the state’s tobacco settlement, the new Resource Training and
Technical Assistance Center will develop and facilitate workshops and focus groups, and
coordinate community outreach efforts throughout the state and on Indian reservations. One of
the center’s key aspects is a strong evaluation component to measure the success of the
Montana pilot projects in tobacco-use prevention, center director Bernadette Bannister said.
The University is partnering with M & S Strategic Services in Missoula and
Community Health Resources in Helena to develop the center. The Mansfield Library at UM ’s
College of Technology will develop and house a library and information exchange center with
materials and training tools specific to tobacco-use prevention. It also will design and
administer a Web site and have a library technician experienced in public health. Before
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joining the Continuing Education staff, Bannister worked for Prospect Associates in
Washington, D .C ., under contract to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the
National Institutes of Health. She directed programs in diabetes and tobacco-use prevention
and cessation.
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